English for Starters 12

Compositions

1- Should motorists who drive too fast in residential areas be banned from driving? (Students' Book - page: 15)
Over 2000 people die every year in road accidents in Syria. About 30% of the victims are children. Some
people believe that motorists who drive too fast in residential areas should be banned from driving to protect
people's lives. On the other hand, motorists can be stopped from driving too fast through using speed limit
signs, traffic humps and large fines. In my opinion, the government should control the traffic in residential
areas, and punish those who drive too fast severely.
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2- Do you think companies should allow their employees to use work computers for their own purposes?
(Activity Book - page: 8)
Today, a lot of companies are run by computers. Employees use computers daily in their offices to make
work go faster. Some employees use work computers for their own purposes — writing letters, searching the
Internet or just playing games. When they do that, work will be badly affected and it won't be finished on
time. In my opinion, employees shouldn’t be allowed to use work computers during work time for their own

purposes to make them do their jobs properly.
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3- Write about a significant event that changed your life. (Students' Book - page: 21)
- Choose something that actually happened to you or use your imagination to make up a story.

(Activity Book - page: 13)

- Write an account of a visit you made. (Students' Book - page: 45)

- Describe an interesting place you have visited. (Activity Book - page: 32)

Last month, my friends and I visited Apamea. It is an ancient site on the bank of the Orontes River. When

we arrived, we set up our camp. The next morning was very hot but we visited the Roman city. There were

enormous columns and high walls. As we were walking around, we met a group of tourists. We told them about

the history of the site, and they said we were good guides. After that, we climbed up the hill to the citadel. The
views from the top were incredible. I will never forget that visit. Since then, I've dreamt to be an archaeologist.
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4- Write a letter to a newspaper making recommendations which might help to solve this problem:

(There are very few public places in your town where people can go to keep fit)  (Activity Book - page: 22)
Dear Editor,

There are some parks, sport centres, swimming pools and other public places in my town. But they are

not enough because of the increasing population, and they are full most of the day especially on holidays. I
recommend that the government should build more sports clubs. I also suggest that the government should
allocate more land for parks so that people can find better places to do exercises and go walking or jogging
there to keep fit and stay healthy.
Yours Faithfully,
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5- Write a letter to a newspaper making recommendations which might help to solve this problem:
(Very few tourists come to your town because they know nothing about it) (Activity Book - page: 22)
Dear Editor,

Damascus is the oldest capital city in the world and it is full of tourist attractions. However, the number
of tourists is low because many tourists know nothing about it. I recommend that our government should
encourage tourism through advertisements on TV, newspapers and magazines. [ also suggest that the ministry
of tourism should issue guides, posters and calendars about the most beautiful sites in the city. I hope these
recommendations will increase the number of tourists in my city.

Yours Faithfully,
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6- Water shortage and ways of consuming less water. (Students' Book - page: 39)
Water preservation is a major global challenge and it is one of the most important issues in the 21%
century. Our government can contribute to cutting back on water through supporting water conservation
programmes such as drip irrigation and building dams. People should be careful when they use water and
they shouldn’t use more water than is necessary. Also, there should be greater education in schools about the
need to conserve water. I think that preserving water is everyone's responsibility.
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7- Write a report to the council making recommendations about where to build houses.
(Students' Book - page: 51)
My town is very crowded and polluted and there is no land to build new houses. I recommend to start the
projects of building new residential areas in the suburbs where there are no trees. The new areas should have
roads and public transport services. It should also have shopping centres, schools, gyms and parks. These
projects will provide new jobs for many people and they will attract investors. By doing that, we can utilise
undeveloped lands for construction purposes.
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8- The arguments for and against protecting wild animals. (Activity Book - page: 37)
Many wild animals are in danger of becoming extinct because of some human activities. Many people
believe that protecting wild animals maintains the ecological balance and saves some rare species from
extinction. On the other hand, some people think that protecting wild animals costs a lot of money. Another
argument is that some wild animals are very dangerous. They may attack farmers and villagers. Personally, 1
don’t have strong feelings about wild animals, but I think we shouldn’t be cruel to them.
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9- The arguments for and against keeping household pets. (Activity Book - page: 37)

Many people have cats, dogs, fish and birds in their homes. Keeping pets has many advantages. It
entertains old people in their loneliness and some children enjoy playing with them. Some kinds of dogs are
used to protect houses or farms. On the other hand, some pets may cause serious illnesses like asthma.
Another argument is that caring for pets needs additional expenses. Personally, I am against keeping
household pets because of their negative effects on health.
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10- The arguments for and against eating meat. (Activity Book - page: 37)
Meat is a main ingredient in many Syrian dishes. It is very important for our bodies because it is a rich
source of protein and it contains minerals such as iron. On the other hand, doctors advise us to reduce the
amount of meat we eat because it contains cholesterol which is thought to be one of the causes of heart
disease. Personally, I am vegetarian and I am against eating meat because of its negative effects on health.
aadll gl Ada g aa AT Jaldl -
Lomany ¢(6 T dumli ¢y ol Jie (ool Sgims 9 Onigpalls i o Y Liabiand la g 4] 2y guall SLIYI (oo yinll 2 uay (i5&mna @nlll
Al Gle bl 05T o

11- Write about the problem of climate change and suggest two or three ways in which ordinary people
can reduce the amount of energy they use. (Activity Book - page: 41)
The increase of greenhouse gases, which include carbon dioxide and methane, is the main cause of
climate change that threaten the life on Earth seriously. Ordinary people can reduce the amount of energy
they use. Using solar power instead of fossil fuels reduces the amount of carbon dioxide. Using bicycles
especially for short journeys reduces air pollution and saves fuel. We should preserve the rainforests and stop
cutting down trees to reduce global warming.
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12- Write an article giving advice to people of your own age who are about to start a new job.

(Students' Book - page: 63)
For me the golden rule when you first start a job is this: listen and learn from colleagues. Ask your
colleagues questions if you aren’t sure about something and offer to help them. Another tip is that it is better
to be punctual and to work hard. Also, be honest and don’t make up excuses for not doing something. If you

have a job starting soon, remember some of these tips. In the end, you’ll be happier and more successful.
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13- Write an article giving advice to people of your own age on the following topic:

(How to be a good brother) (Students' Book - page: 63)
If you want to be a good brother, you should be honest to your brothers and sisters. Treat them the way
you like to be treated. Keep their secrets and let them trust you. Listen to them carefully and show interest.
Avoid being selfish or arrogant. Don’t hesitate whenever they ask you for help and don’t let them down. Tell

them about your problems and ask for advice. If you follow these tips, I think you'll be a good brother.
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14- Write an article giving advice to people of your own age on the following topic:
(How to do well at school) (Students' Book - page: 63)
If you want to do well at school, you must study hard and organize your time. For me the golden rule is
preparing the lessons at home and listening to the teachers carefully. Also, ask your teachers questions if you don’t
understand or you are not sure about something. Do your homework regularly and depend on yourself. Don’t be
afraid of making mistakes because you can learn from them. Doing well at school needs a lot of determination.
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15- Keep moving to keep fit. (Activity Book - page: 45)

Most people agree that regular exercise is an important part of a healthy lifestyle. Some people find
exercise boring so they make excuses to avoid doing it. In my opinion, walking is the best sport for all ages.
We should allocate 30 minutes for walking everyday. We can walk for short journeys. We can also join a
gym. If we don’t have time to go to the gym, we can use exercise machines such as treadmills or exercise
bikes. I think we should keep moving to keep fit.
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16- Enjoy vour food and stay healthy. (Activity Book - page: 45)
Experts tell us that what we eat affects how healthy we are and how long we live. I suggest that your meals
should be balanced. They should contain fresh fruit and vegetables. Also, you should reduce the amount of
sugar and fat you eat. Cut down on caffeinated beverages and drink more fresh juices. You should eat less junk
food because it has no nutritional value and it is unhealthy. If you follow these tips, you'll enjoy a healthy life.
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17- Thinking is good for vou to live long and enjoy vour old age. (Activity Book - page: 45)
Scientists have shown that people who keep their brains busy tend to live long, happy lives. I am going to
suggest some interesting ways in which you can keep your brain active. First of all, start reading different
kinds of books. You can also do puzzles or crosswords. Play chess with a friend or on the Internet in your
free time. I think these activities will keep your brain busy and you will enjoy your old age.
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18- Write an email to a family suggesting a suitable place for them to live. (Students' Book - page: 69)
Dear .......... ,

I think I’ve found the perfect place for you. It’s a palatial villa in a green suburban area that would suit your
needs. It’s quiet and there’s a picturesque park over the road. There isn’t much traffic, and with residents’
parking. It’s also more expansive than your current place. There’s a large supermarket about five minutes away
and it’s easy to reach the motorway. I think you should arrange a viewing of this place because it’s a great find.
Many thanks,
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19- Write your description of a building you know well. It could be the building you live in.

(Activity Book - page: 51)
I live in a two-storey modern house which is situated on the outskirts of Damascus. It is surrounded by
a large colourful garden with a lawn, trees and hedges. The house has a tiled roof which provides shady areas
on both the ground floor and first floor and there are balconies outside the first floor windows. It is painted
white and there are no other houses nearby. It overlooks a luxurious swimming pool. I enjoy living in this
house.
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20- Write a short biography of someone you know or know about. (Students' Book - page: 75)
My friend Ali is a famous musical instruments maker. He was born in Damascus in 1990. He is a tall good-
looking young man. His father is a civil servant and his mother is a nurse. Ali was good with his hands. He took
a course in woodwork and became a carpenter. He loved folk music and, in his spare time, made musical
instruments. His instruments have become famous across Syria, and there is now a great demand for them.
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21- Write a response to an advert for a place on a Syrian expedition to the summit of Mount Everest.
(Students' Book - page: 87)

Dear Sirs,

I have read your advert about the expedition to the summit of Mount Everest and I am writing to you to
tell you that I have what it takes to take part in it. First of all, I love challenge and adventure. Secondly, I
have good experience in climbing mountains and I have participated in many expeditions. Thirdly, I have
trained in first-aid and minor injuries treatment. I think I am qualified and I hope to join your team.

Yours Faithfully,
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22- Write vour own email to a friend whose family vou are going on holiday with. (Activity Book - page: 65)
Hi,

Thanks for inviting me to go with you on your holiday. We’ve already agreed on the essential things, like
the tent, sleeping bags and first-aid kit, but there are other things we may need. It might be a good idea to
take a small gas cooker so that we can prepare our own food. How about a large water container? If we don’t
take plenty of water, we might run out. Is there anything else we should take? Let me know what you think.
See you soon.
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23- Write a report describing some of the most important technological changes that have affected
people’s lives recently.

Technology has affected many areas of life recently. The most important technological invention is the
Internet which has transformed the way people communicate with each other and access information. Many
people are using the Internet for all sorts of things — writing emails, reading books or just playing games.
Another important technological invention is the smart mobile phone. This device, that can fit in the palm of
the hand, can be used as a computer, a camera or a radio not only as a phone. Technology will continue to
transform our world, in ways we have yet to imagine.
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24- Write a report making recommendations which will improve road safety in your town or city.

It may be impossible to eliminate accidents altogether, but I have several recommendations which will
reduce this risk. Firstly, it is essential that people obey traffic laws and they should be fined when they break
them. Secondly, motorists have to make sure that their vehicles are in a good condition before using them.
Thirdly, I think the government should make the streets wider, and build more bridges and tunnels. If these
recommendations are accepted, I believe that the accident rate could be reduced.
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25- Write a letter recommending a genius for an award.
Genius Society members,

I am writing to you to suggest that you consider Dr Mohammad Droubi for your new Genius award. Dr
Droubi is a gifted dentist and academic, who gives lectures to audiences all over the world. He is best known
for inventing a replacement metal jaw. His innovations in the field of dentistry have brought him
international recognition. He has received numerous awards from international institutions. I believe that
these achievements justify his nomination for the new Genius Award.

Yours faithfully,
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26- What do you think about people who risk their lives climbing mountains?

Climbing mountains is one of the extreme sports that is not popular in Syria. Most people find it
dangerous because it may cause serious injuries or even death. It needs well qualified trainers and rescuing
teams. On the other hand, some people, who love challenge and adventure, consider it an exciting sport.
Mountaineers risk their lives in climbing high mountains, but they feel happy when they achieve their goals.
In my opinion, it's foolish to do such a dangerous sport.
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